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Dean's Welcome1

To Graduate Students and Postdoctoral Fellows:

I am extremely pleased to welcome you to McGill University. Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (GPS) collaborates with the Faculties and other administrative
and academic units to provide strategic leadership and vision for graduate teaching, supervision, and research across our over 400 graduate programs. GPS
also oversees quality assurance in admissions and registration, the disbursement of graduate fellowships, support for postdoctoral fellows, and facilitates
graduate degree completion, including the examination of theses. GPS has partnered with Enrolment Services to manage the admission and registration of
graduate students and postdoctoral fellows and to offer streamlined services in a one-stop location at 

http://www.mcgill.ca/students/servicepoint/
mailto:servicepoint@mcgill.ca
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/


General Statement Concerning Higher Degrees2.3

Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (GPS) oversees all programs leading to graduate diplomas, certificates, and higher degrees, with the exception of some
programs in the School of Continuing Studies. It is responsible for admission policies, the supervision of graduate students' work, and for recommending to
Senate those who may receive the degrees, diplomas, and certificates.

Important Dates 2014–20153

For all dates relating to the academic year, consult www.mcgill.ca/importantdates.

Graduate Studies at a Glance4

Please refer to the eCalendar's University Regulations and Resources > Graduate > : Graduate Studies at a Glance for a list of all graduate departments and
degrees currently being offered.

Program Requirements5

Master's Degrees5.1

Residence Requirements – Master's Degrees

Refers to the number of terms (or years) students must be registered on a full-time basis to complete their program. Students are NOT permitted to graduate
until they have fulfilled the residence requirement (or paid the corresponding fees) in their program.

• The following master's programs have a minimum residence requirement of three full-time terms: M.Arch., M.A., M.Eng., LL.M., M.Mus. (except
M.Mus. in Sound Recording), M.Sc., M.S.W., M.Sc.A. (except M.Sc.A. in Communication Sciences and Disorders).

• The following master's programs have a minimum residence requirement of four full-time terms: M.I.St.; M.Mus. in Sound Recording; M.U.P.; M.A.
(60 credits – Counselling Psychology – thesis; 78 credits – Educational Psychology); M.A. Teaching and Learning – Non-Thesis; M.Sc.A. in Communication
Sciences and Disorders; S.T.M., Religious Studies.

• The residence requirement for the master's program in Education (M.Ed.); Information Studies (M.I.St.); Management (M.B.A.); Religious Studies
(S.T.M.); M.A. Counselling Psychology – Non-Thesis; M.A. Teaching and Learning – Non-Thesis; M.Sc. in Public Health – Non-Thesis; M.Sc.A.
Nursing; M.Sc.A. Occupational Therapy; M.Sc.A. Physical Therapy; and students in part-time programs is determined on a per course basis. Residence
requirements are fulfilled when students complete all course requirements in their respective programs.

• For master's programs structured as Course, Project, or Non-Thesis options where the program is pursued on a part-time basis, residence requirements
are normally fulfilled when students complete all course requirements in their respective programs (minimum 45 credits or a minimum of three full-time
terms) and pay the fees accordingly.

These designated periods of residence represent minimum time requirements. There is no guarantee that the work for the degree can be completed in this
time. Students must register for such additional terms as are needed to complete the program.

Coursework – Master's Degrees

Program requirements are outlined in the relevant departmental sections of the Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies eCalendar.

The department concerned will examine the student's previous training and then decide which of the available courses in the area of specialization or related
fields are required to bring the candidate to the proper level for the master's degree. Due account will be taken of relevant courses passed at any recognized
university.

As a rule, no more than one-third of the McGill program formal coursework (not thesis, project, stage, or internship) can be credited with courses from
another university.

Non-thesis degrees normally specify the course program which the candidate must follow.

The candidate is required to pass, with a grade of B- or better, all those courses that have been designated by the department as forming a part of the program,
including additional requirements.
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